THE NATIONAL* GOVERNMENT IN OFFICE
Donald's interference, but at last protested. No one would say
that Sir John Simon's tenure of office has been successful.
It has been marked by several spectacular blunders, which
have stirred up the antagonism not only of the Labour Opposi-
tion, but of a large number of influential Conservatives. But
it is only fair to the Foreign Secretary to say that he was
carrying out the policy of the Government. This was a time
for MacDonald to stand by his Minister. Instead, he joined
in a campaign against him in the hope of removing him from
his post. It is said of the MacDonalds that they never forget
a friend nor forgive an enemy. Ramsay MacDonald forgave
neither. Away back in 1924 Sir John Simon humiliated
MacDonald in the eyes of the House of Commons, and ten
years later the wound still rankled.
The prospect before MacDonald at the beginning of 1934
was black indeed, because of the growing opposition to him in
the House of Commons and in the country. He knew that
the only course open to him was to ingratiate himself with the
Conservatives who had been returned in such numbers. He
dared not join the Conservative Party, as that would have done
away with the last shred of pretence of a e National' Govern-
ment. His c National' Labour Party had been a fiasco. He could
not make every member a peer, a baronet, or a knight, and
there seemed no other way of getting recruits. He was, there-
fore, driven, as a last resort, to seek help from the other two
Parties, Why not join all three organizations together for
mutual safety ? The c National * Labour Party would be pre-
pared to sink their identity for the benefit of all. The midge
would enthusiastically assist the elephant. So this project of
a coalition of all three Parties was launched at a luncheon
party given to the Prime Minister, Sir John Simon, and Mr.
Baldwin by the c National' Labour Committee, in London, in
November 1933.
MacDonald declared at that luncheon :
c I think we can quite seriously say that the three of us
who are your guests this afternoon have formed a combina-
tion, forced almost against our will, by the force of circum-
stances, which we believe wals necessary and which I know
no one of us is going to lift a little finger to break up as long
467